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The Disability Resource Center at the University of Florida played a pivotal role in the 
transformation that took place in both my academic and personal lives. The DRC used its 
extensive experience and knowledge to formulate a new plan for my disability and me. 
My needs were complex. The DRC was able to simplify how I operated as a student and 
as an individual by streamlining my talents and building my skills. The DRC taught me 
how to focus on my strengths and how to mitigate my weaknesses. 
 
I could not perform to my potential my first few years at the University of Florida. I had a 
learning disability and I didn’t even know it! As Tom Petty wrote in a song, “I (was) 
learning to fly, but I ain’t (had) wings!” After receiving a diagnosis, I was directed to the 
DRC and so began the first chapter of my transformation. I met with DRC staff member, 
and he helped me to receive accommodations for my disability.  
 
In our first meeting he said, Kevin, let’s get you some accommodations! And so he did. 
He also taught me academic and personal skills over the course of the 2007-2008 
academic year, which was vital to my success.  
 
My diagnosis described a learning disability, Attention-Deficit Disorder.  The DRC staff 
member told me that I could receive extra time for my exams, I could take those exams in 
private (video-monitored) rooms and I needed only 9 credits per semester to be 
considered a Full-time student – meaning I could have a reduced course-load. The most 
important of these accommodations was the private room. Without distractions, I could 
finally give the test my all. I went from a student who barely passed his classes to a 
student earning A’s and B+’s in the toughest courses his major, chemistry, offered. 
 
Now that I was receiving accommodations and was excelling academically, my social life 
was too transformed. With mind and body in tune I was networking better, excelling 
academically and feeling much better about my future. I was finally living and learning 
the way a college-student ought to! 
 
I have had quite the journey so far. Without the help of the University of Florida’s 
Disability Resource Center’s counselors and the rest of the staff - I would have been in 
dire straits, unable to finish my degree. And the dream of reaching my potential would 
have been dashed: a degree not earned, social networks undeveloped, professors not 
impressed and a success-story untold.  
 
Current Kevin: I am on my way to graduate school in Long Island, New York’s Stony 
Brook University where I will be working towards a PhD in Physical Chemistry. I will 
likely join a research group where we are able to use super-computers to model the 
details of cancer drugs and HIV drugs working in the body. 


